4	WORLD ECONOMIC AFFAIRS	Part 1
in a barbaric obedience to preposterous fashions in dress. Fast bound
in the misery and iron of these spiritual instruments of self-torture,
Western Man in a.d. 1933 was preparing to throw himself, Hindu-
fashion, under the wheels of Juggernaut's car, and to make his
children pass, Punic-fashion, through the fire of Moloch.
For the detached observer—if such there still could be, in such a
situation—this tragic spectacle had one clear lesson, even at this
moment of doubt and confusion before the denouement of the plot of
the play. In a.d. 1933 the state of the World already afforded a
crushing refutation of the creed of Humanism which had inspired
the march of Western Civilization for more than four hundred years
and which had received its definitive formulation, in nineteenth-
century England, in the apotheosis of 'Enlightened Self-Interest',
The enthronement of this nakedly pagan Goddess is announced	
to take one out of many examples at random—in the following
sentence of a pamphlet which was published by the Society for the
Promotion of Christian Knowledge, and which went into its twelfth
edition in a.d. 1850:
It is curious to observe how, through the wise and beneficent arrango-
menir of Providence, men thus do their greatest service to the public,
when they are thinking of nothing but their own gain.1
While formally ascribing to Divine Providence the ultimate credit
for this newly discovered beneficence of the Old Adam, the votaries
of Enlightened Self-interest were unavowedly replacing Christianity
by a worship of unregenerate Human Nature. And the lie direct,
which, in the name of Deism, is given in this passage to the teachings
of the New Testament and to the doctrines of the Christian Church,
seemed unanswerable in the particular time and place in which the
pamphlet was written and disseminated. In mid-nineteenth-century
England, the uncompromising denunciations of economic acquisitive-
ness in the New Testament were reverentially but unhesitatingly
explained away as Oriental hyperboles, and the ecclesiastical ban
upon usur^ was openly laughed to scorn as a superstition, because the
superiority of the children of this world over the children of light,
in practical wisdom, seemed conclusively demonstrated in the eyes
of those in authority in that generation. On the other hand, in the
year 1933, which saw the failure of the World Economic Conference
and the World Disarmament Conference, the nineteenth-century
proposition seemed as ludicrous a paradox as the Christian view of
1 Easy Lessons on Money Matters for the Use of Young People, 12th edition
(London, 1850, S.P.C.K.), quoted by J. J\L Koyues: Essays in Persuasion
(London, 1931, Macmillan), p. 85.

